
 

Christ – through their joyfulness, their prayer and their 
personal relationship with Jesus. 

Shia met Christ in the Friars. They also taught him 
about the reality of sin, repentance and the sacrament 
of Confession. Shia said he was heartened to learn there 
was a place for sinners – and the possibility of forgive-
ness – through the sacraments of the Catholic Church. 
Sin is real. But so is Jesus’ mercy. You can search Shia’s 
name on the internet. 

The Brothers also had Shia read the Gospel of St.  
Matthew, and there Shia encountered a “masculine Jesus” 
– different from the “soft, fragile” figure he was used to. 

 But there’s more. In order to portray Padre Pio in the 
film, Shia had to learn how to “say Mass.” So the Friars 
brought Shia to our St. Margaret Mary Parish in Oakland, 
where they celebrate the Traditional Latin Mass, the  
form of Mass Padre Pio celebrated daily. The priests at  
St. Margaret Mary taught Shia not just how to “say 
Mass,” but what the Eucharist means: immersion into 
the life, Passion, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Shia started attending and worshipping at that parish 
and now says he can’t stay away from Sunday Mass. He 
loves receiving Holy Communion.

The Extraordinary Form Latin Mass is no different in 
substance from the Ordinary Form, celebrated in our 
parishes. When celebrated reverently, the Mass has the 
power to move souls to convert to Jesus Christ. That is 
why the reverent celebration of the Sunday Eucharist 
is number one of the three priorities for our diocese. It 
is why the bishops of the United States have launched 
a three-year Eucharistic Revival for our whole country. 
The Eucharist is why the Church exists: to make Jesus 
Christ present on our altars, and enable us to meet  
Him there.

          

On a related note, I’d like to encourage everyone to pro-
tect innocent life by voting “No” on Proposition 1, which 
would enshrine abortion in the California constitution. 
This would include late-term abortion, the killing of chil-
dren in their mothers’ wombs, up to the moment of birth. 

 From the time of Christ until the present, one of the 
hallmarks of the Catholic Church is the protection of 
life, and opposition to abortion. The Church is a full 
partner in our outreach and support of women with 
unplanned pregnancies. We are pro-woman. We are pro-
life. Please protect life by utilizing your power to vote 
and help save the lives of innocent children. 

F R O M  T H E  B I S H O P

BY BISHOP 
MICHAEL C. 
BARBER, SJ 

Bishop Michael 
C. Barber, SJ has 
been bishop of 
the Diocese of 
Oakland since 
May 2013.

The transformative power of
THE EUCHARIST

I confess I had never heard of Shia LaBeouf, 
but I know about him now. He’s a 36-year-old 
American actor who starred in the Transformers 

movies. He was recently cast to play Padre Pio in 
an upcoming movie about the legendary Capuchin 
Franciscan Saint and stigmatist. 

In order to prepare for the role, Shia lived with  
the Capuchin Franciscans at their novitiate in San 
Lorenzo, near Solvang. The Brothers clearly made  
an impression on him. 

As he said in an interview in America magazine,  
“I don’t know if I’ve ever met a group of men as im-
mersed in anything in my life. It’s super attractive to  
see people completely give themselves to something  
so divine. It’s heartwarming to know that there’s a  
brotherhood like this that exists.” 

Exist it does. The same Capuchin Franciscan Friars 
have a house of formation in Berkeley, and have just as-
sumed pastoral care of our St. Jarlath Parish in Oakland.

In a recent interview with Bishop Robert Barron 
(available on YouTube) Shia said that he has converted 
to Catholicism. These Friars introduced him to Jesus 

“When celebrated reverently,  
the Mass has the power to move  
souls to convert to Jesus Christ.” G
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